Parnett
rather than permit her to "live in such a questionable
atmosphere/*1
Accounts of a man's ancestry have become unfashionable
in modern biography, but we cannot safely dispense with
an account of the Parnells* pedigree, since we find in it much
that enables us to comprehend the character and conduct
of Charles Stewart ParnelL The swiftness of judgment
and grasp of detail which were notable in Parnell, exciting
the admiration and wonder of his contemporaries, were clearly
inherited from " Old Ironsides," and perhaps also his
susceptibility to the love of women. One sees in the eyes of
Parneirs mother a strong, lustful look, and we may believe
that Parnellfs highly sexual nature was derived by him from
the distaff side* Admiral Stewart died in his house on a
high bluff of the Delaware, south of Black's Creek, at Bordens-
town, New Jersey, on November 6,1869+ We are given no
account of the relations between him and his Irish grand-
children, nor do we know whether he ever saw any of them,
except John; but his blood unmistakably flowed through
the veins of one of them, and " Old Ironsides/' had he lived
long enough, might have seen himself renewed in his grand-
son, Charles*
III
We begin to discover the sources from which some of the
young Parnells drew their singular antipathy to England*
The immediate and main source of it, as shall presently be
shown, was Mrs* Parnell, but there were other sources which
went to augment the swollen stream which poured from her*
It is unnecessary, and perhaps impossible, to describe all of
them; but one, which affected them as much through their
mother as through their father, has to do with the peculiar
nature of the English people, who are so restive under any
1 A Patriot's Mistake, by Emily Monroe Dickitisou, p. 37*
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